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To 
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Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  InformatiotfARJSgtyejp^ment  0f  Agricultu 


S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Bear  Farm  Broadcaster 


January  2,  1959 
Letter  No.  853 


This  morning  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  started  a  campaign  to  get  more 
dairy  farmers  to  keep  records  on  their  cows*    He  declared  the  need  las  never 
greater.    This  campaign  will  continue  all  this  month a    During  that  time,  county 
agents,  vo.  ag.  teachers,  DHIA  supervisors,  and  others  -  including,  we  hope,  a 
lot  of  you  farm  "broadcasters --will  call  attention  to  the  demonstrated  benefits, 
and  point  out  that  farmers  not  now  keeping  such  records,  have  any  of  three  plans 
now  open  to  them:    the  Standard  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Association  plan,  through 
which  the  marvelous  advance  of  the  past  fifty  years  has  taken  place;  the  simpler- 
less  expensive  Owner-Sampler  plan;  and  the  still  more  simpler  low-cost  Weigh -A- 
Eay-A -Month «    The  rest  of  this  month  these  cooperating  in  the  plan  intend  to  let 
all  farmers  know  the  savings  which  can  come  from  feeding  each  cow  according  to 
her  exact  needs,  the  value  of  such  records  in  culling  low  producers,  and  the 
importance  of  accurate  "breeding  data  for  selecting  good  herd  replacements.  More 
than  two  million  cows  are  now  in  one  or  another  of  the  three  plans,  but  that  is 
little  more  than  10  percent  of  this  country's  total  dairy  cow  population. 

New  Research  Roundup  TV  Package 

With  the  Department  romping  this  month  along  the  Milky  Way,  and  the  new 
Big  Dipper  State  having  snatched  a  swath  of  outer -space  to  make  its  directional 
flag,  you  may  not  have  noticed  our  not-so-cosmic  little  effort,  which  began 
twinkling  this  week.    We  do  hope  you  TV  people  find  it  useful.    Every  week  for 
an  experimental  period,  we  are  issuing  four  one-pisture  photographic  reproduction 
and  script  -  each  picture  tells  its  own  story.    For  your  convenience  the  pictures 
photos  or  cartoons  -  are  printed  on  half  of  a  16x20  card,  with  the  script  boldly 
printed  on  the  other  half,    You  can  use  the  picture  as  a  table  tent  or  tear  alonr 
the  perforation  and  use  the  prompt  card  and  picture  separately.    To  make  it  even 
more  convenient  for  you  we  are  enclosing  two  extra  mimeo  scripts  for  each  photo 
for  use  of  your  director  and  floor  director.    The  first  set  of  four  were:  "An 
Electric  Chick  that  reacts  to  heat  and  cold  just  like  a  real  chick";  "The  latest 
in  plum  shake -down  ideas";  "Insects  as  Space  Travelers"  and  "Atomic  Fallout 
Being  Harvested"  .    The  four  going  out  this  week  show  the  interception  of  enemy 
alien  pests  caught  sneaking  into  this  country;  grasshopper  prospects;  the  111. 
hogamatic  system  of  tending  hogs,  feeding,  cleaning  the  pens,  and  bedding  the 
animals  hogamatically;  and  Poincettias  bred  to  hold  up  better  longer  after 
Christmas.    Let  us  know  what  you  think  of  the  subject  matter,  the  script,  and 
the  idea.    Any  suggestions  you  may  have  for  improving  the  mechanics,  let  us  have 
them  too.    Our  aim  is  to  make  this  method  of  handling  research  spots  as  interest- 
ing and  as  useful  as  you  want  it,  all  with  a  light  touch.    This  series  is  being 
prepared  for  you  in  cooperation  with  the  Agricultural  Research  Service,  spear- 
headed there  "by  Alice  Skelsey,  formerly  with  R&TV. 
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What's  Ahead  for  Beef  Grading 

In  its  first  issue  of  "Agri cultural  Marketing"  in  the  new  year,  AMS  reports 
it  is  now  considering  one  of  the  most  significant  changes  in  the  long  history  of 
Federal  standards  for  beef.     It  has  in  mind  the  development  of  a  dual  grading 
system  which  would  give  separate  identification  to  the  'cutability'  or  yield  or 
preferred  retail  cuts  within  each  of  the  quality  grades.    For  example,  carcasses 
with  Choice  quality,  may  he  further  classified  into  three  different  groups 
representing  high,  average,  or  low  yields.     If  cutability  is  recognized,  the 
livestock  specialists  think  this  factor  will  probably  be  related  to  the  slaughter 
animal,  and  that  this  will  eventually  lead  to  development  of  "meat  type"  cattle 
with  the  desirable  combination  of  thick  muscling,  high  quality  meat,  and  very 
little  excess  fat.    But  before  we  can  have  any  widespread  production  of  this  type 
of  cattle,  the  specialists  see  need  for  a  marketing  system  to  identify  the  type 
desired,  and  market  prices  to  reflect  adequately  the  different  values  to  give 
farmers  an  incentive  for  producing  meat -type  cattle.    So,  AMS  is  going  ahead 
trying  to  develop,  through  extensive  field  testing,  the  dual  grading  system  to 
provide  the  basis  for  development  of  more  meat -type  beef  animals.  .  .  . "Ag 
Marketing"  also  reports  more  and  more  fresh  vegetables  are  moving  to  market  by 
truck,    But  it  says  the  pattern  during  the  next  few  years  could  be  strikingly 
different.    A  great  volume  of  fresh  produce  still  moves  to  market  by  rail  and 
both  rail  and  highway  carriers  are  in  a  good  position  to  go  after  the  produce 
traffic. 

Ruhmann  to  Houston;  Pigg  to  WBAP 

W.  A.  (Boc)  Ruhmann,  farm  editor  of  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  since  1951,  moves  to 
Houston,  Jan.  5  to  join  the  Broadway  Plan,  church  fund-raising  counsellors  since 
1935;  and  long-time  personal  friends  of  Dec.    However,  he'll  continue  broadcasting 
part  time,  with  one  farm  show  daily  on  KPRC,  Houston. 

Meanwhile,  Calvin  Pigg,  assistant  (to  George  Roesner)  farm  director  on  KPRC, 
moves  back  to  Fort  Worth  into  Doc's  old  spot  at  WBAP.    Calvin  has  seen  a  lot  of 
Texas  recently,  having  left  the  farm  and  ranch  dep't  of  the  Fort  Worth  Star- 
Telegram  to  work  with  Ag.  Editor  Tad  Moses  at  Texas  A.  and  M.  College  for  a 
while  before  joining  KPRC  last  autumn.    WBAP  listeners  know  him  well,  as  he 
handled  Doc's  program  while  Doc  toured  Europe  in  June  and  July. 

The  Ruhmanns  had  just  built  a  lovely  new  home  in  Fort  Worth  and  new  say 
they'll  build  another  in  Houston.    Doc  was  county  extension  agent  in  Fort  Worth 
for  several  years  before  entering  farm  broadcasting,  and  for  a  short  time  after 
World  War  II  (in  which  he  was  an  active  participant),  he  was  assistant  state  h-E 
club  leader.    He  has  been  regional  NATRFD  chairman,  and  on  several  committees. 
Cur  best  wishes  go  with  the  Ruhmanns,  happy  that  Doc  is  not  leaving  farm  broad- 
casting entirely.     Now,  a  slap  on  the  back  to  Calvin  as  he  steps  into  the  cowtown 
spot.    We  assume  that  the  never-ending,  good-natured  Dallas -Fort  Worth  feud 
between  Murray  Cox,  WFAA,  Dallas,  and  Doc,  will  continue  with  Calvin  upholding 
the  Fort  Worth  end.  .  .  .Frank  May field  is  tack  again  as  farm  program  director 
with  WIBA,  Madison,  Wis.,  for  the  past  seven  years  he  has  been  RFD  for  a  meat 
packing  company  which  switched  to  reporting  markets  only.    Before  that,  Frank  was 
with  WIBA  as  RFD  from  19^8-51.     He  will  have  an  early  morning  farm  program  5 :30 
to  6:30  a.m.  Mon.  thru  Fri.,  and  another  farm  program  11  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.  Mon. 
thru  Fri. 

Uptrend  in  Certified  Seed  Potatoes  continues.    The  'p8  production  is  reported  as 
2  percent  above  the  year  before  and  29  percent  above  average.     larger  crops  in 
11  States  overweighed  the  h  percent  decline  in  lysine,  the  top  State,  and  smaller 
crops  in  a  majority  of  the  27  certified  potato  States.    For  the  12th  year  in  a 
row  Katahdin  ranks  as  the  leading  variety  and  accounts  for  h2  percent  of  the 
total. 
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Main  Problem:  Outlets  for  Abundance 

In  a  year -end  statement,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  commented  on  the 
bountiful  harvests  and  noted  new  records  established  for  many  of  our  chief  crops, 

pointed  out,  however,  that  our  main  problem  is  still  that  of  finding  useful 
outlets  for  our  abundance.    He  estimated  that  while  seme  progress  has  been  made 
toward  enlarging  markets  at  home  and  abroad  for  our  agricultural  commodities, 
much  remains  to  be  done.    He  declared  the  wheat  situation  especially  critical. 
Even  with  the  national  allotment  held  to  the  minimum  of  55  million  acres,  we 
have  built  up  by  far  the  greatest  wheat  surplus  in  history.    He  predicted  that, 
if  present  indications  are  accurate,  there  will  be  almost  as  many  acres  in  the 
Conservation  Reserve  of  the  Soil  Bank  in  1959  as  there  were  in  both  the  Acreage 
and  Conservation  Reserve  together  in  1958,    The  Secretary  commended  changes  in 
the  corn,  cotton,  and  rice  programs,  and  urged  sound  improvements  in  the  wheat, 
tobacco,  and  peanut  programs « 

Wind  Damage  in  Great  Plains 

Reports  from  28l  counties  covering  260  million  acres  in  the  tea  Great 
Plains  States  show  very  slight  wind  damage  to  growing  crops  this  past  year.  The 
damages  were  also  scattered  widely  -  except  Montana  got  more  than  hglf  the  total. 
About  i+00,000  acres  of  land  were  damaged  by  wind  action,  which  Ted  Hutchcroft, 
our  GP  man,  tells  us  is  small  compared  with  the  way  the  dust  flies  in  years  like 
'56.    SC8  experts  figure  only  8. 3  million  more  acres  were  in  condition  Dec  1 
to  blow  during  this  winter  and  next  spring*    What's  more,  soil  moisture  and  cover 
conditions  continue  favorable.    No  general  windstorms  of  damaging  intensities 
have  occurred  so  far  this  season.    Farmers  and  ranchers  have  emergency-tilled 
more  than  200,000  acres  of  crop  land  as  a  protective  measure  against  soil -blowing;. 
Ted  says  that's  just  a  start  -  but  it  is  a  start.    Of  course,  total  damage  during 
'58-'59  will  depend  on  how  hard  and  how  long  the  windstorms  blow  and  amounts  of 
rain  and  snow.    Up  to  now,  the  situation  looks  pretty  good. 

Pigs  Being  Pigs,  Prices  to  Fall 

In  the  before -Christmas  rush,  we  hope  you  didn't  miss  the  pig  report.  It 
is  one  of  the  best  guides  to  what  pork  prices  may  do  next  Fall.    As  you  may  have 
noted,  farmers  reports  on  breeding  intentions  for  the  1959  spring  pig  crop  indi- 
cate a  total  of  8,317,000  sows  to  farrow.    That's  12  percent  more  than  the  number 
farrowed  last  Spring.    If  those  intentions  materialize,  and  the  number  of  pigs 
per  litter  equals  the  10 -year  average  -  allowing  for  upward  trend  -  we  will  have 
about  59  million  head.    A  crop  that  size  would  be  13  percent  above  last  spring 
and  the  largest  since  '51»    Present  intentions  indicate  the  increase  will  take 
place  in  both  the  winter  and  spring  quarter.    Dec.  1,  there  were  13  percent 
more  hogs  on  farms  in  the  9  Corn  Belt  States  which  account  for  two-thirds  of  the 
U.  S.  pig  crop,  than  last  year. 

k-K  Club  Members  Continue  to  Climb 

As  the  bell-ringers  were  tuning  up  to  ring  out  the  Old,  the  Federal-State 
Co-op  Extension  Service  announced  that  during  this  past  year  ^-H  Club  membership 
reached  a  new  all-time  high  of  2.2  million  members.    The  Service  also  turned 
loose  its  tally  of  farm  and  town  families  helped.    It  shows  11  million  families 
were  assisted  in  solving  farm,  heme,  and  community  problems.    Another  10  million 
persons,  mostly  homemakers,  were  helped  in  selecting  and  using  agricultural 
products.    Just  what  your  County  agents  were  up  to  in  your  County  and  your 
coverage  area  you  can  undoubtedly  find  out  from  them0    As  you  know,  many  of  their 
personal  reports  make  good  radio  and  TV  fare,  or  you  wouldn't  have  used  so  many 
of  them. 
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k-E  Bierman  to  Serve  Soybeans 

Beginning  February  1,  Everett  Bierman  takes  up  his  new  position  as  Press 
Relations  Manager  for  the  Central  Soya  Company ,  Inc.,  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 
He  asks  us  to  express  to  you  his  appreciation  for  the  support  you  Television  and 
Farm  Directors  have  given  the  program  of  the  National  h-K  Foundation  during  the 
Tf  years  he  has  been  the  Foundation's  Information  Officer.    Everett  has  been 
good  to  us  too,  in  keeping  us  advised  about  the  IFYE  goings- and- comings  as  well 
as  about  other  Foundation  activities.    After  the  wo ode hue k  comes  out,  we  expect 
to  be  hearing  a  lot  more  about  soy  products. 


Now  Ready  for  Your  '59  Tapes 


121Q128 

122Q128 

123Q128 
12UQ128 

125Q128 
29A128 


"Pig  Numbers  on  the  Climb" 


.Your  dub  of  this  one  will  give  you  the 


significance  of  the  USDA  Pig  Crop  Report,  out  Dec.  23,  as  interpreted 
by  AMS  livestock  economist  Harold  Breimyer.  TIME:  2:35 

"Highlights  in  Farm  Research  -  1958"  .  .  .as  picked  out  for  you  by 
Deputy  Adm'r  of  ARS,  Dr.  Ted  Byerly,  and  told  to  Jack  Towers,  RfflTV. 

TIME:  3:15 

"The  World  Agricultural  Situation".  .  .Dr.  Max  Myers,  Adm'r  of  FAS  tell: 
Jack  Towers,  R&TV,  about  its  effect  on  U.S.  farmers.  TIME:  2:0U 

"Soil  Surveys".  .  .with  the  comments  by  Ass't  Adm'r,  Dr,  Charles  E. 
Kellogg,  SCS  for  Soil  Surveys.    This  "elder  statesman"  among  soil 
scientists  reports  the  big  progress  in  '58  and  points  out  some  of  the 
ways  the  surveys  are  being  used.  TIME:  2:32 

"Enlarging  Farm  Markets"  .  .  .Dr.  George  Irving,  Deputy  Adm'r  of  ARS, 
tells  George  Loesing,  R&TV,  about  the  new  uses  for  farm  products  found 
by  researchers  during  the  past  year.  TIME:  k:lk 

"Have  Confidence  in  Your  Seed".  .  .Walter  Davidson,  AMS  Adm'r  of  the 
Federal  Seed  Act,  points  out  what;  reading  the  label  can  reveal  to  you 
about  field  and  garden  seed. 


Take -Off  into  the  Nets  Next  Week 

"Fifty  Years  of  Dairy  Herd  Improvement"-  Dr.  Frank  Kendrick,  ARS,  who  has  done  so 
much  to  boost  production  through  better  bovines,  helps  us  celebrate  and  tells 
about  the  new  gimmicks  to  speed  up  the  proving  of  sires,  on  the  Clear  Channel 
Stations,  weekend  of  January  10. 

"Milk  Drinking  by  School  Children"-  Pete  Keay  and  Kenneth  Anderson,  AMS,  report 
the  results  of  the  survey  of  school  lunch  programs,  on  the  American  Farmer  prograi 
over  ABC,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  Sat.,  Jan.  10th. 

"The  Avacado  Harvest  in  California"  -  Howard  Keddie,  KFSD,  San  Diego,  reports  ove: 
NBC  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  Sat.,  January  10. 
"CBS  Farm  News  with  Lee  Coney"-  Lee  succeeds  Claude  Mahoney  in  delivering  the 
latest  developments  and  features  over  CBS  Saturday  morning  at  9:30  a.m.  For 
example  this  week  he  features  a  talk  with  County  Agt.  Frank  Zettle,  Adams  Co.,  Pa 
vhere  President  Eisenhower's  farm  is  located. 

"Washington  Farm  Report  with  Richard  Harkness".    This  NBC  radio  series  has  been 
suspended  since  December  27. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  w  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

'  i    MAR  1  3  1959  * 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Letter  No.  85^ 
January  9,  1959 

Activities  in  the  nation's 


The  new  year,  as  usual,  hit  the  ground  running 
agricultural  capital  these  days  are  mostly  tied  in  with  the  opening  of  the  86th 
Congress  hut  USDA  people,  finished  with  the  holiday  season,are  in  a  spurt  of 
renewed  energy  now  as  they  tackle  new  work  plans,  get  holds  on  the  old  ones  and 
prepare  to  meet  1959  deadlines. 

New  Report  on  an  Old  Subject 

In  a  speech  he's  prepared  for  delivery  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Nat'l 
Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives  in  New  Orleans  on  Monday,  Ass't  Secretary  Marvin 
L.  McLain  will  deal  with  the  problem  of  living  with  surpluses.    He  points  out 
that  it  is  particularly  marked  for  food  and  feed  grains  with  an  expected  1959 
carryover  of  grain  and  related  crops  of  about  four  billion  kOO  million  bushels. 
Wheat  is  the  chief  but  not  the  only  problem.    We  have  enough  wheat  on  hand  now 
to  fill  all  available  outlets  at  present  pricing  levels  for  two  full  years, 
leaving  a  carryover  of  about  300  million  bushels  left  over  on  the  start  of  the 
third  year. 

Even  allowing  for  an  increase  to  about  171  million  in  the  total  of  grain- 
consuming  animal  units  for  the  year,  the  available  supply  of  feed  concentrates 
per  unit  will  be  about  68  percent  more  than  they  are  expected  to  consume. 
Mr.  McLain  mentions  the  danger  of  a  "delayed  fuse  effect"  from  this  surplus  feed 
as  pressure  for  increased  livestock  production  will  be  generated.    Build-ups  for 
cattle,  hogs  and  poultry  are  already  under  way  and  if  this  goes  too  fast  and  too 
far,  undesirable  price- depressing  influences  will  be  felt. 

Fifth  World  Forestry  Congress  Next  Year 

The  organizing  committee  for  the  forestry  congress,  appointed  by  the  Dept. 
of  State  and  headed  by  our  Dr.  R.  E.  McArdle,  chief  of  the  forest  service,  meets 
here  Monday  and  Tuesday  to  plan  the  conclave,  set  for  Seattle  in  the  summer  of 
i960.     "Multiple-Forest  Management"  will  be  the  theme.    Some  two  thousand 
foresters  from  50  nations  will  be  expected.    Another  member  of  the  committee  you 
know  is  Roy  Battles,  ass't  to  the  master  of  the  Nat'l  Grange.    The  last  such 
Congress  took  place  in  India  in  195^.    This  will  be  the  first  for  the  Western 
Hemisphere. 

Final  Results  of  Cotton  Marketing  Referendum 

The  Department  announced  Thursday  that  final  tabs  show  92.2  percent  of  the 
farmers  voting  in  the  Dec.  15  referendum  approved  the  quotas.  Actual  count  was 
253,590  for,  21,353  against.    Total  voting:  27^,91+3. 
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7th  Annual  Visuals  Workshop 

The  dates  are  January  26-30,  and  the  theme  this  year  is  something  essential 
to  all  of  us  in  information  work — AUDIENCE. .... (someone  proposed  "vidience"). 
Anyway,  it's  time  to  get  your  registration  in.    Let  us  know  now  if  you'd  like  a 
copy  of  the  full  program. 

Plenary  sessions  include  Maurice  Mitchell,  president  of  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica,  talking  on  "Knowing  your  Audience";  a  showing  of  the  Bell  Tel.  Co. 
film  "Gateways  to  the  Mind"  with  a  description  of  the  Bell  Science  Series  by 
William  Haesche,  Jr.,  Assoc.  Mgr.  of  A.  T.  and  T;  a  session  on  "The  Purpose  of 
Audience  Measurement  Surveys"  headlined  "by  James  W.  Seiler,  dir. ,  American 

Research  Bureau,  the  tv  audience  measuring  agency  which  operates  "Arbitron", 
the  "immediate"  rating  service  for  New  York  TV  shows.  ..-V". 

In  the  television  media  sessions,  headline  guest  will  he  Bill  Bennett, 
WCAU-TV,  Phila.,  who  will  tell  and  possibly  show  how  he  produces  his  excellent 
and  highly  original  daily  farm  show  and  teaches  Vo.  Ag.  besides.    Jules  Renaud, 
John  Weidert  and  Ted  Hutchcroft  of  our  shop  will  handle  the  rest  of  the  TV 
workshop  group  sessions,  with  reports  on  and  demonstrations  of  techniques  that 
have  attracted  the  biggest  audiences.    Thursday  afternoon  the  TV  group  will 
attend  a  live  color  TV  show  at  NBC's  studios  in  Washington,  then  discuss 
techniques  with  the  show's  producer,  Jack  BeViney. 

Tentatively  on  the  schedule  also  is  a  video  tape  demonstration.  Registra- 
tion at  the  workshop  last  year  was  nearly  hOO,  mostly  from  land  grant  colleges, 
but  also  from  state  agencies,  other  U.  S.  agencies,  and  commercial  concerns 
including  TV  stations  and  networks. 

The  Thursday  evening  banquet  will  feature  a  talk  by  Ralph  Steetle,  sec 'y 
of  the  Joint  Council  on  Educational  Television.    Informal  showings  of  films 
brought  in  by  the  participants  will  be  held  on  Mon. ,  Tues.,  and  Wed.  evenings 
at  the  Raleigh  Hotel. 

Just  Fine,  Thanks 

Fortunato  (Lucky)  Teho,  radio  specialist  at  the  University  of  Hawaii 
College  of  Agri.,  has  added  stations  KAIM  and  KAIM-FM  to  his  old  regular,  KAMI, 
which  now  carry  his  daily  noontime  agricultural  broadcast.    Lucky  says  the 
Islands  now  have  eleven  stations  with  four  more  on  the  way.    Thanks  for  your 
greetings,  Lucky.    Aloha  to  you,  too.     Incidentally,  we  learn  from  other 
sources  that  it's  not"Hah-WAH-ee" ,  it's  "Hah-WAH-eye-ee" . 

Edith  T.  Swing  Joins  Us  Temporarily 

As  we  reported,  our  consumer  information  girl,  Ann  O'Toole,  left  at 
Christmas  time  to  pursue  a  career  of  matrimony  at  an  Air  Force  base  in  the  Mohave 
Desert.    To  carry  on  our  important  consumer  work  in  radio  and  television,  we  have 
now  arranged  for  the  services,  at  least  for  a  while,  of  Edith  Swing,  normally  of 
the  press  service.    For  some  years  she  has  handled  the  releases  for  weeklies 
distributed  via  the  state  extension  editors.    She  has  done  radio  before,  and 
worked  for  a  while  in  Formosa.    Welcome  aboard,  Edith. 

Surveys  Show  FB  Growth  Opportunities 

Bryant  Kearl,  dir.  of  agri.  info  for  the  Univ.  of  Wisconsin,  which  last  year 
did  an  extensive  rural  radio-TV  listening  pattern  study  for  WBAY  and  WB  AY-TV, 
Green  Bay,  says  he  believes  the  studies,  which  show  that  rural  people  spend  a 
lot  of  time  with  the  broadcasting  media,  also  indicate  greater  audience  buildup 
around  noon  (and  other  times)  is  possible  when  a  sincere  effort  is  made  to  get 
the  audience.     He  noted  that  good  farm  programs  have  made  profound  impressions 
upon  the  daily  listening  and  viewing  habits  of  Wisconsin  farm  folks. 
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One -Minute  Statements  for  FB  Day 

Jack  Towers  and  George  Loesing  of  our  staff  have  rounded  up  (with  the  help 
of  Chuck  Muller,  Jack  Jackson,  Kit  Haynes,  Chas.  Coltman,  Bob  Knowles,  and  a  few 
others)  one-minute  recorded  statements  for  handy  use  on  radio  or  TV  in  Farm 
Broadcasting  Day  observances  February  7« 

If  you  want  a  copy  of  this  recording  without  charge,  send  us  one  15-minute 
reel  of  tape  in  good  condition  and  we'll  dub  the  whole  thing  for  you. 

Statements  already  procured  or  expected  will  be  by  Secretary  Benson,  the 
Canadian  Minister  of  Agriculture,  the  Dir.  Gen'l  of  FAO,  presidents  of  the 
American  Farm  Bureau  Fed.,  the  Nat'l  Grange,  the  Nat'l  Farmers  Union,  and  the 
Nat'l  Council  of  Farmer  Co-ops,  plus  one  by  Jim  Hagerty,  Pres.  Eisenhower's 
press  sec'y. 

FB  Day  chairman  Robert  (Doc)  Webster,  reports  from  Jamestown,  that  he's 
ready  to  send  out  the  FB  Day  kit  of  helpful  materials  and  suggestions  to  the 
nearly  1000  requestees,  but  send  your  requests  for  the  tape  here. 

Remember,  Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  now  in  its  third  year,  is  a  day  for  the 
public  to  recognize  the  service  which  radio  and  television  is  doing  for 
agriculture.    Co-sponsirrrs  are  NATRFD,  the  USDA,  and  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of 
Broadcasters.    Theme  this  year  is  "Farm  Broadcasting  Serves  Rur-Ban  America." 

Bob  Knowles,  farm  director  for  the  CBC  network  in  Canada,  indicated  CBC 
would  observe  Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  too.    Welcome  in,  Bob.    Let  us  know  how  it 
goes. 

Peterson  To  Top  WOW  Farm  Spot 

Latest  news  from  Omaha  is  that  Arnold  Peterson  has  taken  over  the  top  spot 
at  WOW's  farm  department    succeeding  Mai  Hansen,  whose  departure  for  the  travel 
business    was  announced  earlier.    Arnold  has  been  ass't  or  associate  farm 
director  there  for  nearly  seven  years.    Before  that,  Neb.  ag.  grad  Arnold  was 
in  county  extension  work.    Congratulations,  Arnold,  it  has  always  been  a  pleasure 
to  work  with  you.    Let  us  know  when  and  how  we  can  help. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

We  are  indebted  to  Dutch  Woodward  of  KMMJ,  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  for  a  new 
ball-point  pen  which  is  supposed  to  write  on  anything,  even  through  butter,  and 
which  Dutch  says  is  wonderful  for  autographing  pancakes  and  the  like... His 
station  sent  one  to  each  county  agent  in  the  area  saying  they  hope  the  pens  will 
be  used  to  "drop  us  a  line  about  the  goings  on  in  your  territory" ... .Claude 
Mahoney  (MBS,  Washington)  very  wisely  waited  until  after  New  Years  Eve  to  slip 
off  a  ladder  while  cleaning  the  roof  gutters  at  home,  now  he's  taped  (adhesive, 
not  recording). .. .Robert  (Doc)  Webster,  WJTN,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. ,  has  already  made 
such  an  impression  managing  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  this  year  (Feb.  7)  that  NATRFD 
prexy  Maynard  Speece  has  appointed  him  to  a  second  term. . .  .Speece,  by  the  way, 
will  be  in  New  York  and  Washington  next  week  (Jan.  12-15)  on  NATRFD  business. 

Let  him  know  if  you  have  anything  for  him  to  do  for  you  here  As  you  may  know 

by  now,  Farm  Newsreel,  the  weekly  quarter-hour  TV  program  on  film  put  together 
by  Martin  (Andy)  Andrews,  is  off  the  air,  at  least  temporarily,  and  Andy  is  busy 
with  other  duties  for  the  Hearst  Metrotone  News,  Inc.    We  hope,  along  with  Andy, 

that  Farm  Newsreel  can  be  resumed  in  due  course  Another  farm  broadcaster 

makes  good:    Harry  Campbell,  lately  of  the  staff  of  WIS,  Chicago,  is  now  co- 
owner  of  KSMN,  Mason  City,  Iowa,  along  with  Red  Blanchard,  also  from  WLS,  and 

two  others  Don  Lerch,  one-time  farm  broadcaster  on  NBC  and  CBS,  now  in 

business  for  himself  but  still  active  in  NATRFD  work  and  in  use  of  farm  broad- 
casting, heads  for  Brazil  tomorrow  for  a  couple  of  weeks  stimulation  of  greater 
flow  of  ag.  info  down  there,  on  behalf  of  some  of  his  U.  S.  clients. 
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Look  for  Dairy  Record  Keeping  Tape 

The  principle  of  dairy  record  keeping  on  individual  cows,  and  of  the  Dairy 
Herd  Improvement  Associations;  are  getting  a  big  play  in  1959 •    Just  50  years 
ago,  DHIA  "became  a  federally- sponsored  project,  and  since  then  these  production 
records  have  shown  the  way  to  greater  dairy  efficiency  and  profit.    To  help  you 
mark  this  important  occasion  and  stimulate  farmer- interest  in  your  area  in  one  of 
the  three  record- keeping  plans,  we  are  mailing  you  a  short  tape  wi th  six  taped 
spot  announcements  ranging  from  16  to  50  seconds  each.    We  hope  they'll  be 
useful.    The  spots  highlight  the  features  of  dairy  record  keeping,  and  invite 
folks  to  ask  their  county  extension  agents  for  details  of  the  record- keeping  plans 
Each  spot  ends  with  "Make  dairying  pay,  the  record  way1'.     If  you  don't  get  your 
tape  within  two  weeks,  let  us  know. 

Add  to  our  Tape  Library 

1A19       Milk  in  School     Pete  Keay  (KAY)  of  the  Agri.  Mktg.  Service,  chats  with 


With  the  Networks,  Etc. 

Another  network  farm  show  bit  the  dust  last  week  with  the  suspension  of  the 
CBS  weekly  farm  news  at  least  temporarily,  under  CBS'  new  programming  arrangement 
with  stations.    Lee  Coney  had  been  doing  the  Saturday  show  since  Claude  Mahoney 
went  to  Mutual.    We  await  the  announcement  of  a  new  network  farm  news  program. 

Meanwhile,  NBC's  Nat ' 1  Farm  and  Home  Hour  Jan.  17  will  include  a  feature  of 
a  pickup  from  the  American  National  Cattlemen's  Ass'n  annual  meeting  in  Omaha. 
There ' 11  be  another  USDA  home  report  featuring  Mary  King ,  and  the  usual  USDA 
headlines  voiced  by  La.yne  Beaty,  now  abetted  by  Lance  Hooks  of  AMS  doing  the 
weekly  market  summary  from  here  as  part  of  the  headlines. 

The  American  Farmer,  on  ABC,  Jan.  17  will  include  a  pitch  encouraging 
farmers  to  get  their  soil  tested  now,  from  all  parts  of  the  farm.    George  Enfield 
of  the  Extension  Service  makes  the  pitch. 

The  CCBS  Agriculture  USA  for  January  17-18  treats  prospects  for  farm 
exports  in  '59*  featuring  taped  comments  from  our  ag.  attaches  in  Tokyo,  Paris, 
Rio  de  Janeiro  and  New  Delhi. 

Television  Package  Features 

These  still-photo  TV  packages  have  gone  this  week  to  those  requesting  this 
subject  matter.    Rural  Resource  Development,  Sec'y's  3rd  annual  report,  11 
photos;  Plentiful  Foods  for  January,  k  photos;  Family  Fare  Food  Management,  k 
photos;  Outlook  for  1959*  photos. 

These  sound-on  film  features  have  been  mailed:     "How  Farmers  Use  Vertical 
Integration"  app.  5  min;  Beef  Cutting  Demonstration- -Proper  way  of  cutting  beef 
for  home  use.  5:^0. 


Ken  Anderson  of  AMS  about  results  of  a  recent  survey  on  amount  of  milk 
kids  drink  in  school,  and  how  this  can  be  increased.    Send  a  blank  tape 
if  you  want  it. 

OPENS  WITH:         "Do  school  children  like  milk?..." 
CLOSES  WITH:        "....Thank  you  very  much,  Ken". 
TIME:    3:20         Order  by  number 


Sincerely, 


Layne/ Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

'  *    MAR  1  3  1959  * 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


Letter  No.  855 
January  16,  1959 


We  now  have  on  tape  one-minute  statements  from  eight  farm  leaders  saluting 
Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  February  7»    If  you  want  copies,  just  send  us  the  "blank 
tape  and  we'll  gladly  dub  the  statements  off  onto  your  tape.    (See  Page  k  for 
list  of  speakers  making  the  statements.) 


$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$&§ 
NATRFD  Directory  coming;  Must  Pay  Dues 


$                  HfflJRPD  president  Maynard  Speece  asks  us  to  remind  those  of  you  $ 

$  who  are  members  of  NATRFD  or  would  like  to  be,  dues  for  1959  must  be  $ 

$  paid  by  Feb.  "J ,  in  order  for  your  name  to  be  included  in  the  new  direc-  $ 

$  tory  which  soon  will  go  into  print.    If  you  don't  know  how  much  dues  to  $ 

$  pay*  get  in  touch  with  NATRFD  Sec'y-Treas.  George  Roesner,  KPRC,  Houston. $ 

$  $ 

<5s  6  <!;  <Ji  <£:  &  <fe  <!;  4  ch  cfc  <J?  <{»  &  tj  > tj?  rf»  d>  &  6  <f>  £  i  4  &  i  (Jiti!  4<ii<{»  <fe<b<l 


Capital  Key  to  Ag.  Revolution 

Speaking  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Council  of  Farmer  Co-ops 
in  New  Orleans  Tuesday,  Gov.  R.  B.  Tootell  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration 
declared  the  key  to  the  revolution  which  has  taken  place  in  agricultural 
production  in  this  country  since  19^-0  has  been  the  substitution  of  capital  for 
labor.    He  pointed  out  that  the  total  assets  of  farmers  has  more  than  tripled 
since  'lj-0  although  the  number  of  farms  has  decreased  by  nearly  one- fourth.  Assets 
per  farmer  and  assets  per  worker  are  about  5  times  as  great  now  as  then.    He  said 
those  farmers  who  are  developing  their  farm  business  to  more  efficient  size  and 
adjusting  to  current  market  demands  have  the  greatest  need  for  capital,  the  great- 
est potential  need  for  credit,  and  the  soundest  basis  for  credit.    Gov.  Tootell 
predicted  farmers  and  their  cooperatives  would  need  larger  and  larger  amounts  of 
credit  in  the  future  and  that  present  sources  should  be  able  to  supply  it.  He 
emphasized,  however,  that  farmers'  own  savings  must  be  the  foundation  upon  which 
the  capital  structure  of  agriculture  is  built.  .  .  .Wednesday,  at  the  same  meet- 
ing, Secretary  Benson  urged  co-ops  to  strive  for  further  improvement  and  broader 
services  for  their  members.    He  suggested  providing  more  integrated  services, 
the  making  of  long-term  plans  for  more  membership  capital,  continued  strengthen- 
ing of  management,  and  expanded  use  of  research.    He  pointed  out  the  need  to 
develop  more  membership  understanding,  to  get  more  cooperation  among  co-ops,  and 
to  build  better  public  relations.    If  Co-ops  are  to  continue  to  grow  and  get  the 
capital  they  need  for  more  integrated  services,  members  must  understand  the 
reasons  for  co-op  activities. 
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|  Farm  broadcasting  has  lost  one  of  its  stalwarts.    Bill  Moshier 

|  (KOMO,  Seattle),  one-time  vice-president  of  NATRFD,  died  of  a  heart 

|  attack  in  December.    We  are  indebted  to  Tom  Templeton  (KHQ),  for  the 

*  unhappy  news. 

I  It  was  the  second  of  two  such  attacks  Bill  suffered  recently. 

I  Until  Bill's  attack,  he  was  broadcasting  farm  programs  on  KOMO  radio 

I  and  TV  and  writing  regularly  for  the  Seattle  Post- Intelligencer.  He 

I  helped  organize  the  NATRFD  northwest  region  and  hosted  a  meeting  in 

I  1957*    As  Tom  says,  "his  loss  to  our  regional  organization  and  to 

I  his  audience,  I  know,  will  be  felt  by  all".    It  will,  indeed.  Bill'i 

I  ready  grasp  of  situations,  his  effective  manner  of  speaking, 

5  abundant  energy  and  dedication  to  service  won  him  thousands  of  loyal 

I  friends,  many  in  high  places.    Besides  his  broadcasting,  Bill  was 

I  active  as  a  public  speaker  and  in  school  board  work.    Our  warmest 

I  sympathies  go  to  Mrs.  Moshier  and  the  children. 


Job  for  Tobacco's  Thinking  Men 

The  USDA  Tobacco  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee,  which  met  here 
last  week,  complained  that  tobacco  is  one  of  the  most  labor- consuming  of  major 
U.  S.  farm  commodities.    Its  members  want  the  researchers  to  find  new  and  better 
ways  of  harvesting,  handling,  and  curing  tobacco  mechanically.    They  noted  that 
in  '55  tobacco  took  63-man  hours  of  labor  per  $100  of  farm  sales  value,  compared 
with  52  for  cotton,  27  for  potatoes,  23  for  corn,  21  for  hay,  and  11  for  wheat. 

Why  Sell  Dairy  Recordkeeping? 

Bulk  tanks,  pipeline  systems,  milking  parlors,  and  other  labor-saving 
equipment  are  boosting  the  investment  dairy  farmers  need  per  herd  or  per  cow 
to  operate  efficiently.    They  make  it  all  the  more  important  for  farmers  to  have 
basic  herd  information  upon  which  to  base  management  decisions.    Year  by  year 
experiences  show  that  the  dairyman  who  keep  records  on  his  herd  and  cows  is  in 
the  best  position  to  improve  his  herd  and  increase  his  dairy  profits.    But  nine 
out  of  ten  dairymen  don't  keep  records  on  their  cows.    Our  dairy  specialists 
estimate  that  nearly  one -third  of  the  cows  of  the  nation  do  not  fully  pay  their 
own  feed  bill  and  their  share  of  overhead  and  labor.    The  production  and  feed 
records  quickly  show  up  the  loafers.    Little  over  ten  percent  of  the  total  cows 
in  the  U.S.  are  enrolled  in  either  the  DHIA,  the  Owner-Sampler,  or  the  Weigh- a- 
Day-a-Month  plans  which  provide  such  records.    That's  why  the  Extension  Section 
of  the  American  Eairy  Science  Association  recommended  the  nationwide  dairy  record 
keeping  campaign  under  way  this  month. 

NATRFD  Meets  in  New  York  in  June 

June  18,  19  and  20  are  the  dates  for  the  1959  spring  meeting  of  the  National 
Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors,  to  be  held  in  New  York  City.  Head- 
quarters hotel  will  be  the  Statler- Hilton.    Prexy  Maynard  Speece  (WCCO, 
Minneapolis),  called  a  meeting  of  some  of  the  brethren  in  New  York  this  week  for 
preliminary  program  and  arrangements  planning,  then  he  and  John  McDonald  (WSM, 
Nashville),  stopped  here  later.    While  here,  Speece  conferred  with  NAB  officials 
on  the  upcoming  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  plans.     Speece  and  McDonald  also  discussed 
with  Department  officials  the  December  resolution  calling  for  USDA  market  news 
service  at  principal  livestock  markets  on  legal  holidays  when  the  markets  are 
open. 


Biggar  and  Smaller  Broadcasters 
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Bill  Zipf ,  WBNS-WBNS-TV,  Columbus,  Ohio,  reports  he  has  lost  weight  (this 
we'll  have  to  see)  and  reports  some  people  think  he's  fallen  away  a  ton.  He 
regrets  not  getting  to  the  NATRFD  meet  in  Chicago.    Meeting-missing  and  weight- 
loss  trace  to  the  same  cause.    All  his  shows  are  sold  out  solid.    That,  along 
with  so  much  to  do  putting  two  sons  thru  college  and  two  daughters  thru  high 
school,  makes  him  put  in  a  full  week.    New  responsibilities  at  the  "Columbus 
Dispatch"  now  include  counselling  on  farm  editorials,  and  he  still  makes  public 
appearances  around  the  state.    He  says,  though,  that  this  farm  broadcasting  is 

the  greatest  of  all  George  Biggar,  president  and  farm  director  of  WLBK, 

DeKalb,  111.,  dropped  in  this  week  on  his  "vacation"  (he  has  a  daughter  living 
in  nearby  Silver  Spring,  Md. )    He  was  carrying  the  smallest  tape  recorder  we've 
ever  seen,  powered  by  four  flashlight  batteries  and  complete  with  mike  and  speaker. 
He  left  us  a  copy  of  the  farm  radio  issue  of  his  "The  WLBK  Reporter"  with  pix 
of  some  of  the  many  farm  and  home  programs  on  WLBK.    We  lifted  this  quote  from 
the  issue:  "When  the  farmers  and  his  family  come  to  town,  they  are  actually  in 
the  market  for  just  about  everything  that's  to  be  sold  there";    also  this  one, 
"All  people  are  consumers  of  farm  products  and  thus  are  customers  of  farmers." 
Besides  many  top  farm  broadcasters  he's  launched  in  the  business,  another 
notable  given  his  first  job  by  Geo.  Biggar  is  George  Gobel,  as  a  boy  singer  on 
the  old  WLS  Barn  Dance. 

Research  Round- Up  TV  Package  #3 

Going  out  Jan.  19 .    Four-Pix  telling  four  research  stories  on  "Keeping 
Bees  Warm",  "Re cord- Keeping  for  Cows",  "Long-Lasting  Awnings",  and  "From  Snake- 
Plant  to  Rope". 

Step-Up  in  Livestock  Market  Regulation 

Today  the  Department  announced  it  is  moving  ahead  with  plans  to  "post" 
livestock  markets  throughout  the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Mississippi, 
Michigan,  and  Ohio.    More  postings  in  other  States  will  follow  shortly.  This 
"posting"  puts  the  owners  and  the  public  on  notice  that  the  market  is  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act,  as  recently  amended. 
Some  550  livestock  auction  markets  and  60  odd  livestock  terminal  markets  in  the 
U.  S.  have  been  posted  aQdrsupervisedaunder: the  Act: for  a  number  <3f  years.  But 
there  are  about  2,300  livestock  auction  markets  in  the  country,  most  of  which 
are  just  coming  under  regulation  by  this  fair  business  practice  law.    Once  a 
livestock  market  is  posted  it  must  operate  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 
issued  by  the  Department.    Those  regulations  deal  with  such  things  as  fair  trade 
practices,  service  charges,  facilities,  producer  funds,  bonds,  records,  and 
weighing  practices.    Along  with  this  expansion  of  regulating  livestock  markets, 
the  Department  is  continuing  to  increase  its  activity  in  the  administration  of 
the  law  in  the  meat  packing  field.    It  is  focusing  more  attention  on  practices 
which  have  the  effect  of  limiting  or  restricting  competition  in  the  buying  of 
livestock,  and  which  restrict  fair  and  effective  competition  in  the  wholesaling 
of  meat. 

Cattle  and  Calves  on  Feed 

The  Crop  Board  estimates  6,1+89,000  head  of  cattle  and  calves  on  feed  for 
market  in  the  U.S.  the  first  of  this  year.    That's  11  percent  more  than  the 
first  of  last  year,  and  the  largest  number  on  feed  on  record.    Beginning  with 
this  report,  the  Department  is  now  including  21  leading  cattle  feeding  States 
in  its  quarterly  data  on  number  on  feed,  marketings,  and  placements.    Up  to 
now  the  quarterly  program  included  only  13  States. 
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NATRFD  Ten- Year  Award  Members 

Here  are  the  boys  who  won  ten- year  tenure  awards  at  the  recent  '58  meeting: 
Ted  Hyman,  N.C.  State  College,  Raleigh;  Bob  Parker,  WBAY,  Green  Bay,  Wis.;  George 
Haefner,  WHAM,  Rochester,  N.Y.;  Wally  Wagoner,  WHAI,  Greenfield,  Mass.;  Bob 
Carbert,  WKNX,  Wingham,  Ontario,  Canada;  Roy  Gumtow,  WKOW,  Madison,  Wis.;  Jack 
Timmons,  KWKH,  Shreveport,  La.;  George  W.  Shannon,  WWL,  New  Orleans;  J.  Scott  True. 
WFTM,  Maysville,  Ky. ;  Bob  Nance,  WMT-AM-TV,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Raymond  S.  Wolf, 
KVOM,  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Maury  White,  WHA,  Madison,  Wis.;  Ernie  Brevik,  WDAY,  Fargo, 
NoD. ;  Loyd  R.  Evans,  KWTO,  Springfield,  Mo.;  Bob  Miller,  WLW,  Cincinnati;  Wm.  A. 
McGalliard,  KVSO,  Ardmore,  Okla.;  R.  G.  Bentley,  WOI,  Ames,  Iowa;  Wm.  Jack 
McPherson,  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.,  701  Hornby,  Vancouver,  B.C.;  Sam  B. 
Schneider,  CBS,  Chicago;  Carl  Karnstedt,  KSTP,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  and  George  N. 
German,  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.  D. 

Beef  and  Soil  Now  Ready  on  Tape 

1Q19       "The  Farm  Beef  Herd"  -  Layne  Beaty  describes  the  brand  new  USDA  leaflet 
on  all  phases  of  starting  and  managing  a  beef  herd,  and  offers  a  free 
copy.  TIME:  1:50 

2Q19       "Time  to  Test  your  Soil"  -  Ext.  Agronomist  George  Enfield  discusses 
soil  testing  with  Jack  Towers.    They  urge  folks  to  get  their  soil 
samples  to  the  labs  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits.    They  plug  the  Co. 
Agt.  as  the  source  of  the  whole  story  on  soil  testing.  TIME:  3:50 

Widespread  Network  Farm  Shows 

NBC  plans  to  feature  the  National  Western  Stock  Show,  Denver,  Colo. ,  on 
the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  Jan.  2h. 

The  Clear  Channel  Stations  will  feature  "A  Man  You  Ought  to  Know",  Ass't 
Sec'y  of  Agriculture  Ervin  L.  Peterson,  an  interesting  personality,  and  a  good 
talker,  during  the  Jan.  2k  weekend. 

On  ABC's  "American  Farmer",  Sat.  Jan.  2k,  Dr.  Lyman  S.  Henderson,  AMS,  will 
be  telling  about  finding  ways  to  keep  insects  out  of  our  stored  grain. 

Special  Regional  Tape  for  Calif.,  E.  and  S.  Texas,  Fla. ,  N.C.  and  S.C. : 


"Acreage  Marketing  Guides  on  Spring  Vegetables"  -  as  interpreted  by  F&V 
Ernest  Holcoinb,  AMS,  to  J.  Towers.    TIME:  6:00 

Big  Eight  Statements  for  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  include  statements  by  Hon.  Douglas 
Harkness,  Minister  of  Agriculture  for  Canada;  Secretary  Benson;  James  Hagerty, 
White  House  Press  Sec'y  (Tentative);  Herschel  Newsom,  Master  of  National  Grange; 
Homer  Brinkley,  Nat'l  Council  of  Farmer  Co-ops;  James  Patton,  Pres.,  National 
Farmers  Union;  Charles    Shuman,  Pres.,  American  Farm  Bureau  Fed.;  B.  R.  Sen,  Dir. 
Gen'l  of  FA0.  .  .  .Send  tape  if  you  want  dubbing. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty.,  Chief  / 
Radio  u  Television  Service 


P.S.    The  7th  Annual  North  Carolina  Farm  Press,  Radio,  and  Television  Institute 
will  be  held  at  Raleigh,  Feb.  20-21.     0.  B.  Copeland,  Ext.  Ed. ,  says  you 
should  register  in  advance  for  the  opening  banquet. 
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Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Letter  No.  856 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  January  23,  1959 

Next  week  some  of  us  will  "be  helping  with  USDA's  7th  Annual  Visual  Work- 
shop -  along  with  about  ^00  other  State  and  Federal  communicators.    This  year 
the  focus  is  on  "Audience".    We'll  pass  on  some  of  the  highlights.  .  .  . 
Tomorrow,  we're  planning  on  getting  out  a  statement  from  Secretary  Benson. 
He  calls  attention  to  National  Livestock  Loss  Prevention  Year,  sponsored  this 
year  "by  the  American  Foundation  for  Animal  Health.    When  you  realize  that 
animal  disease  causes  more  than  $2  "billion  losses  a  year,  you  "begin  to 
recognize  that  this  is  something  we  all  might  well  help  on.  .  .  .On  February 
1-5  the  National  Association  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts  will  hold  its  13th 

Annual  Convention  at  Houston  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  comes  February  7- 

Don't  forget  to  send  a  "blank  tape  for  the  1-minute  statements  "by  8  agricultural 
leaders.    (See  last  week's  Letter.) 

USDA  Scientist  Wins  Top  Award 

Dr.  Hazel  Stiebeling,  nutritionist  and  head  of  the  Department's  Institute 
of  Home  Economics,  received  from  President  Eisenhower  at  the  White  House  this 
week  the  President's  gold  medal  for  Distinguished  Federal  Civilian  Service. 
She's  the  first  woman  to  get  that  highest  civilian  government  employee  honor, 
first  bestowed  last  year.    The  four  other  employees  similarly  decorated  this 
year  were  Dr.  Wernher  von  Braun,  director  of  the  Development  Operations 
Division  of  the  Army  Ballistic  Missile  Agency;  Doyle  L.  Northrup,  technical 
director  of  the  Air  Force  Special  Weapons  Squadron; Robert  D.  Murphy,  deputy 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Political  Affairs;  and  James  V.  Bennett,  director 
of  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  of  the  Department  of  Justice.    Dr.  Stiebeling  is 
credited  with  a  number  of  contributions  to  higher  standards  for  nutrition  and 
human  health  during  her  28  years  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  She 
translated  her  scientific  knowledge  into  practical  food  guides.    Research  she 
directed  showed  how  wise  use  of  food  money  can  improve  our  diets. 

National  Water  Resources  Institute  March  18-19 

Outstanding  experts  will  gather  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  March  18-19  and 
discuss  such  topics  as  water  pollution  abatement,  water  compacts  and  treaties, 
basin  wide  operation  of  reservoirs,  recreational  use  of  controlled  waters, 
international  development  of  water  resources,  our  own  national  water  account, 
and  many  others  on  the  growing  need  for  protecting  and  conserving  our  water 
supplies.* 


See  Page  3  for  text  of  President  Eisenhower's  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  greetings . 
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F  C;  V  Leaders  and  Of  ft c^i als_ C onf er 

January  30-31  fruit  and  vegetable  leaders  are  getting  together  with  USBA 
officials  at  Dallas,  to  consider  ways  to  make  the  Perishable  Agricultural 
Commodities  Act  work  better  toward  correcting  some  of  the  problems  which  have 
come  up  under  that  code  of  fair  trade  practices  for  the  industry.    As  the 
United  Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Association  is  holding  its  annual  meeting  in 
Dallas  beginning  Feb.  1,  Dallas  was  the  handiest  place  to  meet. 

Zg£^g.d-?.j--gfits  "bo  Bloom  in  Supermarkets 

Consumer- type  packages  for  cut  flowers,  more  efficient  packaging  and 
handling  methods,  and  information  on  "in- store"  and  "home-use"  care  of  floral 
products  are  needed  for  mass  marketers  as  well  as  consumers  before  the  market 
for  flowers  and  potted  plants  can  be  developed  fully.     So  report  market 
researchers  of  the  Department.    But  if  such  developments  are  made,  these 
specialists  see  a  real  opportunity  for  the  expansion  of  flower  sales  through 
food  supermarkets  and  variety  stores.    They  estimate  that  home  use  will 
expand  for  flowers  and  potted  plants  if  flowers  can  be  made  conveniently 
available,  easily  accessible,  and  reasonably  priced. 

Cowmen  Roundup  Roped  on  Tape 

Lyle  Liggett,  of  the  American  National  Cattlemen's  Association,  reports 
a  number  of  RFD  cowhands  and  1,500  co\men  from  kO  states  showed  up  at  the 
Omaha  meeting  last  week.    Many  of  the  RFDs  were  not  only  present  but  recording, 
and  many  more  tapes  were  made  for  those  who  couldn't  get  there.    Among  those 
present  were:    Arnold  Peterson,  WOW,  Omaha;  Bruce  Davies,  KFAB,  Omaha;  Rex 
Messersmith,  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.  D. ;  Chet  Randolph,  WHO,  Des  Moines,  Iowa; 
Merrill  Langfitt  and  Jack  Gowing,  KMA,  Shenandoah,  Iowa;  Jim  Hedrick,  KWKH, 
Shreveport;  Wayne  Liles,  KWTV,  Oklahoma  City;  Bill  MacDonald  who  has  a  chain 
of  stations  through  Neb.,  S.D. ,  and  Mom;.,  on  his  string  of  stations  now  out 
of  Walton,  Neb.;  Ray  Burke,  KHOW,  Denver;  Milton  Bliss,  NBC,  Chicago,  and 
Vern  Laustsen  of  the  Gittins  Agency.    Lyle  also  sent  us  a  1-minute  tape  by 
Pres.  G.  R.  (Jack)  Milburn,  Grass  Range,  Mont,  for  Farm  Broadcasting  Day. 

Poultry  Inspection  Act  in  Effect 

The  first  of  this  month,  the  Poultry  Products  Inspection  Act  went  into 
effect.    It  is  now  mandatory  that  all  slaughtered  poultry  and  poultry  products 
shipped  interstate  be  Federally  inspected  for  whole someness,  or  be  specif- 
ically exempted.    By  Jan.  5,  the  inspection  service  had  been  expanded  to 
provide  inspection  for  the  output  of         slaughtering  and  eviscerating  plants. 
On  Jan.  9j  about  160  exemptions  had  been  issued  by  the  Department  each  covering 
one  establishment.    Most  of  the  exemptions  were  made  of  plants  processing 
poultry  food  products  at  stages  beyond  evisceration.    Officials  decided  the 
most  effective  administration  of  the  Inspection  Act  could  be  accomplished  by 
directing  all  available  resources  to  provide  inspection  in  establishments 
where  poultry  is  slaughtered  and  eviscerated.    The  inspection  prcgram  is 
essentially  a  public  health  program  and  is  financed  from  appropriated  Federal 
funds.    The  inspection  service  does  not  duplicate  the  grading  service  per- 
formed by  the  Department  on  a  fee  basis.     However,  the  Department  will  not 
grade  poultry  for  retail  sale  unless  it  has  been  officially  inspected.  The 
grading  program  is  to  facilitate  trade,  and  is  self-supporting,  from  payments 
mads  by  applicants  for  the  service.    Up  to  Jan.  1  poultry  inspection  had  also 
been  voluntary  on  the  part  of  processors,  who  paid  a  fee  to  have  the  service 
supplied  to  their  plants. 
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FARM  BROADCASTING  DAY 

*^*-x-;:-x-x-:i-x  x  x-x  x  x  nrmx  xxx-xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx-xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  x-x-x  x  x  x  x  xx 
NIGHT- LETTER  (COPY)  January  17,  1959 

Maynard  Speece 
President 

National  Association  of 

Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors 
Station  WCCO 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  join  in  the  annual  observance  of  Farm  Broadcasting  Day. 
The  daily  news  of  agriculture  is  most  important  to  farmers  and  to  others 
engaged  in  the  life  of  our  rural  communities.    I  am  delighted  to  send  my 
congratulations  to  the  members  of  the  radio  and  television  industries  who 
are  primarily  responsible  for  farm  broadcasting. 

(s)    Dwight  D.  Eisenhower. 

*  XX  X  XX  X  XX  X  X  X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-  X-X-X  X--X-X  XvX-XH^fX-X-jBHHC-X  X-X  X-X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  friHHHHHHt  XXXXXXXXX  X-XX-X-X-X--X-X--X--X-X- 

Cohcentrated  Milk  Just  Around  Corner 

Yesterday  Louis  Herrmann,  USDA  dairy  market  researcher,  told  a  seminar  at 
the  University  of  Mass.,  that  concentrated  milk,  sterile  or  fresh,  is  just 
around  the  corner.    In  discussing  what  this  may  mean  to  the  New  England  Dairy 
industry,  he  declared  that  the  technological  problems  seem  to  have  been  solved, 
but  concentrated  milk  still  faces  formidable  marketing  problems.    If  it  should 
come,  he  said,  it  could  displace  some  Class  I  sales.    Prices  to  local  producers 
would  tend  to  be  lowered,  but  there  would  be  some  offsets  from  rising  total 
consumption  and  perhaps  some  adjustment  in  milk  production  trends.    He  noted 
that  the  milk  distributing  system  has  been  changing,  and  further  changes  are 
likely  to  be  substantial,  with  or  without  the  impact  of  concentrated  milk. 

Inquiring  Farm  Reporter  Off  Again 

George  B.  (Million  Mile)  German,  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.  D. ,  inquiring  farm 
reporter,  who  chased  Lewis  and  Clark  up  the  Missouri  with  a  tape  recorder  and 
a  squirrel  rifle,  and  forgot  some  of  the  25  western  songs  he's  written  when  he 
got  lost  in  the  Bad  Lands,  will  take  off  from  New  York  this  time  next  week 
leading  a  tour  to  South  America,  including  Inca  ruins  in  the  Andes  and  cattle 
ranches  in  Argentina.    This  is  the  7th  tour  George  has  conducted  since  he's 
been  with  WNAX. 

Surplus  Food  Available  in  Flood  Areas 

Blizzard  and  flood  swept  sections  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Missouri,  Pennsylvania, 
New  York,  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut  have  been  assured  surplus  food  supplies 
are  available  from  USDA  stocks  if  needed.    The  Red  Cross  set  up  emergency  feed- 
ing operations  for  3>500  persons  in  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  and  the  Salvation  Army 
was  feeding  folks  in  Columbus  with  supplies  turned  over  by  USDA  Marketing 
Service.    So  far  no  food  has  been  needed  in  Indiana.    Officials  in  the  other 
stricken  States  have  been  informed  of  available  foods  and  organizations  alerted 
to  be  ready  to  start  distribution. 
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Old  Man  Bragging  About  Age 

Last  week  we  accidentally  slipped  Ernie  Brevik,  WDAY,  Fargo,  N.  D.  in 
among  the  10- year  NATRFD  Award  "boys.    But  that  crowd  was  too  young  for  him.  He 
lets  us  know  that  he  is  a  15  year  award  member,  even  if  he  doesn't  look  it. 

TV  Consumer  Package  Going  Out  Jan.  30 

It  includes:     (l)  Frozen  Foods  Need  Zero  Storage;  (2)  From  Orange  Tree  to 
Breakfast  Table;  (3)  Shopper's  Guide;  (k)  Plentiful  Foods  for  February. 

And  Those  Audio  Tapes  for  Your  Tape 

3Q19      "Grasshopper  Prospects  for  '59"  -  Entomologist  Leo  Iverson,  ARS,  comments 


^019      "For  '59:  Fewer  Layers,  but  Still  Plenty  of  Eggs"  -  Ed  Karpoff ,  AMS, 

points  out  to  Jack  Towers,  R&TV,  that  with  slightly  less  favorable  feed 
relationship,  farmers  may  expect  fewer  layers,  but  the  birds  will  keep 
egG  production  high  by  turning  out  more  eggs  per  layer. 

Farm  Listening  over  Constellations  of  Stations 

"Farm  Export  Prospects"  -  will  be  reported  over  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  during 
the  Jan.  31  weekend  by  U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  in  Japan,  India,  and  France. 
"Tips  for  Safety  in  Home  Wiring'1  -  as  given  by  REA  engineers  to  Edith  Swing  - 
and"Helping  Leather  Nee t  its  Competition"  -  as  reported  by  Joseph  Naghsky,  of 
the  ARS  Lab.  at  Philadelphia  -  will  feature  the  American  Farmer  program  on  the 
ABC  network,  Sat.  Jan.  31,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 

On  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  Sat.  Jan.  31>  over  the  NBC 
network  will  come  a  report  from  "The  7^'h  Anniversary  Observance  of  the  U.  of 
Wis.  Agricultural  Experiment  Station"and  also"USDA  Headlines"  by  Layne  Beaty. 

Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Outgrows  Studio 

Ted  Roodhof,  WDOS,  Oneonta,  N.Y. ,  reports  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  has  become 
too  big  for  the  physical  plant  of  WDOS.    With  at  least  $00  farmers  taking  part 
in  their  day  long  celebration,  this  year  for  the  first  time  they  plan  to  hold 
their  various  cattle  and  poultry  contests  at  one  of  their  farm  dealers  where 
they'll  have  room  for  the  animals  as  well  as  the  humans.    During  the  day,  10  a.m. 
to  k  p.m.  they  will  show  four  USDA  films  on  a  continuous  basis:     (l)"The  Agri- 
culture Story";  (2)  "Tree  Bank";  "From  the  Ground  Up";  and  "The  Good  Egg".  .  .  . 
Alvin  Bauer,  Mgr.  KBZY,  Salem,  Oregon,  also  reports  they  have  scheduled  a  full 
day  for  observing  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  with  a  "Farmorama".    This  will  be  their 
second  annual  show  when  they  invite  local  implement  and  allied  line  agricultural 
dealers  to  display  their  newest  products.    Last  year,  Alvin  says,  their  show 
drew  2500  farmers  and  ranchers.    With  improvements  and  an  early  start,  he  hopes 
they  may  even  double  that  number.    Congratulations  to  you  fellows  on  these 
original  ideas. 


on  the  grasshopper  potential  for  the  coming  crop  year. 


TIME:  1;1*7 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  f 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


1112 


RFO  LETTER 


To 


R a d io  Farm  Dire cto rs 

I    L  From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

mat  i  3  19^9 
Office  of  Information -IT  S.  Department  of  Agricultu 

I  a.  s.  ttfaaiMBiT  of  asBCUumt  | 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


January  30,  1959 
Letter  No.  857 


Around  this  shop  this  week  our  folks  have  been  "backing  the  proverbial 
paper-hanger  off  his  end  of  the  scaffold.    Our  radio  team  has  kept  pretty  busy 
dubbing  tapes  for  what  promises  to  prove  the  biggest  Farm  Broadcasting  Day, 
February  7,  we've  seen  yet.    The  TV  crew  has  helped  out  on  USDA's  7th  Visual 
Workshop  in  which  kOO  participants  have  been  trying  all  week  to  see  things 
from  the  audience  angle.    Other  people  in  the  Department  have  moved  right 
along  in  the  meantime.    Between  greeting  visiting  firemen,  and  keeping  track 
of  current  developments,  we've  had  quite  a  week. 

Fascinating  Chapter  in  American  History 

In  a  talk  today  at  San  Francisco,  before  the  California  Beet  Growers 
Association,  Secretary  Benson  recounted  the  pioneer  beginnings  and  early 
history  of  the  beet  sugar  industry  in  this  country.    He  traced  the  steady 
growth  of  the  past  80  years.    He  complimented  the  industry  for  having  done 
a  good  job  of  expanding  production  and  markets  at  the  same  time.    As  one  who 
grew  up  in  sugar  beet  country  -  who  was  thinning  beets  with  a  short-handled 
hoe  at  the  age  of  7  -  the  Secretary  said  he  was  delighted  to  see  the  advances 
that  have  been  made.    He  warned,  however,  that  future  progress  in  sugar  beets, 
like  that  of  all  agriculture,  depends  on  how  successfully  farmers  lower  costs, 
improve  quality,  and  expand  markets. 

Parity  Down  1  Point  from  Year  Ago 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  announced  today  that  lower  prices  for  hogs, 
cotton,  dairy  products,  fruit,  and  tobacco  on  January  15  than  a  year  ago 
were  offset  by  increases  farmers  received  for  commercial  vegetables,  cattle, 
chickens  and  calves.    So  the  average  is  about  1  percent  above  a  year  ago. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  index  of  prices  paid,  interest,  taxes,  and  farm  wage 
rates  runs  about  1  percent  higher  than  a  month  ago.    Prices  paid  for 
commodities,  farm  wage  rates,  and  the  preliminary  '59  estimates  and  taxes 
averaged  nearly  3  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago.    As  the  statisticians 
figure  it,  the  parity  ratio  is  down  1  point  lower  than  a  year  ago.    The  indexes 
of  prices  paid  and  prices  received  used  in  figuring  parity  prices  have  been 
revised,  and  the  revised  figures  are  being  used  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Agricultural  Prices  report  issued  today  .  .  .  .The  Department  has  now  announced 
the  price  support  levels  for  the  1959- crop  upland  cotton  under  the  new 
alternate  choice  program.    Farmers  who  chose  Choice  (a)  with  "regular"  acreage 
allotments  and  higher  price  support  will  get  30*^0  cents  a  pound  for  Choice  (a) 
and  2^.70  cents  per  pound  for  Choice  (B). 
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Population  Poses  Land  Use  Problems 

Yesterday  SCS  Adm'r  Don  Williams  told  the  Wisconsin  Farm  and  Home  Week  at 
Madison  it  is  going  to  take  the  "best  brains  available  to  cope  with  the  effects 
of  population  increase  and  redistribution  prospects  on  land  use.    He  pointed 
out  that  this  country  will  need  every  acre  of  good,  productive  land.  He 
declared  it  is  most  important  to  find  ways  for  all  interests,  private  and 
government,  to  take  part  in  conservation.    He  said  the  total  conservation  job 
will  not  get  done  in  the  time  it  should  be  done,  even  with  all  our  conservation 
"tools"  without  the  support  of  an  informed  public,  farm  and  city.    He  especially 
emphasized  the  importance  of  k-K,  Future  Farmers,  and  other  young  people's 
groups. 

Cross-Section  Forestry  Tours  for  World  Congress 

The  Organizing  Committee  for  the  Fifth  World  Forestry  Congress,  to  meet  in 
Seattle  Aug.  29  thru  Sept.  10,  i960,  also  has  population  pressures  on  its  mind. 
Their  plan  is  for  the  Congress  to  consider  how  to  manage  the  earth's  forest 
resources  for  better  use  in  the  world  getting  crowded  with  people.    The  Committee 
has  started  arranging  for  "en-route  tours"  for  the  1,200  people  from  this 
country  and  abroad  who  will  take  part  in  this  first  international  forestry 
conference  ever  held  in  the  western  hemisphere.    Each  tour  will  be  designed  to 
give  a  cross- section  of  forestry  activities  in  a  particular  section  of  the 
United  States. 

Machinery  Boosts  Castor  Oil  Crop 

The  Crop  Board  reports  castorbean  growers  harvested  about  2^,000  acres 
this  past  year.    That  was  double  the  year  before.    Board  specialists  estimate 
average  yield  per  acre  harvested  at  2,073  pounds  -  up  about  ^00  from  '57. 
Practically  all  the  beans  are  grown  under  irrigation,  with  California  accounting 
for  nearly  two- thirds  of  the  U.  S.  output.    The  specialists  attribute  the  big 
increase  to  two  things:  Better  varieties  and  mechanized  methods  made  possible  by 
research.    They  say  improved  varieties  have  been  developed  along  with  more 
efficient  machines  for  harvesting  and  hulling. 

Shift  in  Poultry  Research  Urged 

Within  the  next  few  weeks,  USDA's  Poultry  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory 
Committee  which  met  here  last  week,  will  make  its  formal  recommendations  to  the 
Department.    Today,  however,  the  Committee  let  it  be  known  that  they  will  urge  a 
new  emphasis  on  marketing  and  use  research.    Committee  members  point  out  that 
the  application  of  results  of  research  in  breeding,  feeding,  processing,  and 
distribution  have  made  the  poultry  business  a  big  and  highly  efficient  segment 
of  U.S.  economy.    They  think  a  shift  now  toward  marketing  and  use  studies  may 
make  possible  an  expansion  in  the  consumption  of  poultry.    They  suggest  the 
most  important  marketing  research  need  is  to  find  out  what  consumers  want  in 
poultry  and  poultry  products. 

Milk  Marketing  Changes  Reported 

USDA  marketing  researchers  have  found  deliveries  of  quart  containers  of 
milk  to  home  have  gone  down  fast  in  recent  years  in  Chicago.    They  say  most  of 
the  milk  in  Chicago  is  now  bought  in  half -gallon  and  gallon  containers,  and 
more  than  twice  as  much  is  bought  at  stores  as  is  delivered  to  homes  on  milk 
routes . 


Work- Shoppers  Eyes  Have  It 
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As  Director  of  Information  R.  Lyle  Webster  pointed  out  to  the  7th  Annual 
USDA  Visual  Workshop  here  this  week,,  it  was  dedicated  to  our  audience  in  agri- 
cultural communication  "because  we  believe  better  communication  among  people 
comes  from  better  information  about  people.    Maurice  Mitchell,  President, 
Encyclopedia  Britannica  Films,  chief  speaker  the  first  day,  indicated  some  of 
the  problems  in  audience  research.    At  the  trade  show  in  the  afternoon,  30 
companies  displayed  the  newest  in  audio-visual  equipment  and  materials  to  aid 
in  reaching  the  audience.    "Gateways  to  the  Mind"  the  fifth  fiOm  in  AT&T's 
Science  Film  Series,  was  featured  and  Ad.  Mgr.  Wm.  E.  Haesche,  Jr.  presented  an 
analysis  of  its  audience  reception  to  date.    Several  top-rated  foreign  agricul- 
tural films  were  also  shown  and  discussed  at  and  between  the  formal  sessions. 

Chickens  and  Ducks  Ham  on  TV 

Bill  Bennett,  WCAU,  Philadelphia,  who  doubles  as  high  school  professor  in 
Phila.  schools  and  as  TFD  for  the  station,  demonstrated  for  the  TV  sessions  of 
the  Workshop  just  how  he  does  his  show  for  farm,  suburb,  and  city  audiences. 
He  has  a  greenhouse,  barn,  and  pond  on  the  grounds  where,  weather-permitting,  the 
show  is  picked  up  from  the  station  door.    He  has  a  crew  of  duck,  chicken  and 
animal  assistants  who  make  a  grand  entry  from  the  barn,  marching  in  on  cue  while 
Bill  leads  the  music  with  anything  that  comes  to  hand.    All  during  the  show, 
the  chickens  continue  eating  as  comes  naturally,  and  the  ducks  swim  about  and 
dive  with  delight  -  while  the  TV  audience  wonders  at  the  remarkably  performing 
birds,  some  of  which,  Bill  admits,  have  very  low  IQs.    Viewers  don't  know  that's 
the  only  feeding  the  chickens  get  -  and  the  ducks  never  see  water  except  during 
the  show.    All  these  background  birds  and  animals  have  names  and  soon  become 
individually  known  to  followers  of  this  morning  farm  show.    Bill  says  some  of 
the  chief  chicken  fans  are  farmers.    At  home  they  never  see  chickens,  just 
dollar  bills  in  feathers. 

Wider  Audience  Trend  in  Farm  Programs 

Our  RC;TV  Researcher  Ted  Hutchcroft  presented  a  look  at  the  audience  for 
USDA  Ag.  TV  Package  Service.    He  reported  his  survey  shows  two-thirds  of  the 
farm  telecasts  are  during  the  noon  hour,  one-fourth  6:30  to  7:00  a.m.,  three- 
fourths  of  the  shows  have  two  or  more  camera  pick-ups,  but  about  one-fourth  are 
one  camera  shows.    Two- thirds  of  the  daily  shows  are  commercial  but  only  one- 
fourth  of  the  weekly  farm  shows  have  sponsors.    Ted's  analysis  indicates  a 
definite  trend  toward  trying  to  reach  suburban  and  urban  audiences  with  farm 
programs.    This  was  especially  noted  in  programs  by  Extension  personnel.  Ted 
also  noted  that  more  farm  programs  are  being  directed  to  farm  women. 

Tours  of  Color  and  Video  Tape  Studios 

The  TV  Workshop  groups  were  guests  of  WTTG,  Washington,  to  see  their  new 
videotape  recording  equipment  demonstrated  in  use.    WTTG  Chief  Engineer  Burleson 
explained  the  tests  now  going  on  and  the  advantages  anticipated  when  regular 
programming  begins  with  these  facilities  shortly.  .  .  .The  groups  also  toured 
the  big  WRC-TV  plant,  first  in  the  world  built  for  color  from  the  ground  up. 
Burton  Bridgens,  Public  Service  Director,  and  Jack  De  Viney,  Director,  WRC-TV, 
were  hosts  to  the  live  colorcast  shows  and  for  the  behind-the-scenes  visit  to 
the  three  TV  and  three  radio  studios,  the  technical  center,  and  the  elephant- 
door  prop  barn.    They  explained  colorcasting  in  all  its  phases. 


For  Dubbing  on  Your  Tape 
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5Q19      "Trading  Stamps  --  What  Are  They  Worth  to  You?"  -  Pete  Keay,  AMS,  reports 
USDA's  recent  study  of  the  use  and  place  of  trading  stamps  in  food 
merchandising.  TIME:  1:50 

6Q!9      "Found:  -  A  New  Wash  'n  Wear  Treatment  for  Cottons"  (beep  phone  recording 
from  New  Orleans)  George  Drake,  chemist  of  the  Southern  Lab.,  tells  how 
he  discovered  wrinkle- resistant  qualities  from  work  on  flame -proofing. 

TIME:  1:38 

2A19      "Zones  for  Rural  Land"  -  Dr.  Erling  Solberg,  ARS,  discusses  the  growing 

interest  in  zoning  rural  areas,  with  Jack  Towers,  R£TV.  TIME:  3*53 

Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  Feb.  7  -  Etc. 

NBC's  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Feb.  7,  will  salute  Farm  Broadcasting  Day;  ale 
give  a  statement  on  National  Electric  Week  and  Its  Significance  to  Agriculture, 
also  will  present  the  highlights  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  National  Association  of 
Soil  Conservation  Districts,  at  Houston,  Texas. 

ABC's  American  Farmer  program,  Feb.  7,  will  Salute  Farm  Broadcasting  Day;  have 
Dr.  N.  C.  Aceto  and  Howard  Hass  discuss  "Dry  Whole  Milk"  as  a  development  just 
around  the  corner;  plus  "Time  for  Seed  Catalogs"  with  Edith  Swing. 

During  the  weekend  of  Feb.  7,  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  will  have  Wayne  D. 
Rasmussen,  AMS,  discussing  the  "Story  of  Agriculture  in  Education". 

Research  Roundup  for  Groundhog  Day 

USDA  Research  Roundup  $5  going  out  to  TV  stations  February  2  will  picture: 
(l)  Mosquito  Control  in  Alaska,  (2)  Cigar  Smoking  Machine;  (3)  Orange  Juice 
Powder  on  the  Nautilus;  and  (k)  Cattle  Not  All  on  the  Range. 

For  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  February  7 

Jack  Towers,  riding  herd  on  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  recordings,  reports  that 
so  far  this  office  has  taped  up  statements  by  nine  agricultural  leaders  endorsing 
Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  for  133  PFDs  and  also  the  FBD  statement  by  Layne  Beaty, 

which  has  gone  to  90  subscribers  of  USDA  Agri-Tapes  Roy  Battles,  former 

NATRFD  Prexy,  now  Assistant  to  the  Master  of  the  Grange,  has  issued  a  release 
sketching  the  characteristics  of  the  typical  farm  broadcaster  and  suggesting 
that  all  Grange  leaders  get  acquainted  with  their  radio  or  TV  farm  director 

 Amos  Kirby,  WCAU,  Philadelphia,  has  just  let  us  know  what  a  retired 

RFD  does  with  his  time.    T%/o  days  a  week  on  the  road  each  week,  farm  meetings, 
visiting  and  talking  with  farm  folks.    He  still  keeps  his  two  fingers  busy 
every  day  writing  -  for  Hugh  Ferguson  and  has  now  been  asked  to  develop  some 
new  ideas  for  the  New  Jersey  State  Fair.  .  .  .Bill  Shomette  has  pulled  a  reverse 
on  the  farm  to  city  movement.    He's  moved  from  twenty  years  on  WOAI  and  WOAI-TV, 
San  Antonio  and  later  on  KENS,  San  Antonio,  over  which  he  broadcast  from  his 
farm,  to  KNAF,  Fredericksburg,  Texas,  r*ayo  he's  completely  happy. 
Congratulations,  Bill,  you  old.  ccv.poke 


Sincerely, 


Radio  &  Television  Service 


